SOUTH  BERKS  UNITED  SANITARY  UlSTRICTS 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1949 


by 


Dr.  L.  P.  de  COSTOBADIE,  M.D.Cantab.,  F.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  SOUTH  BERKS 

DISTRICTS. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1949.  This  year,  as 
the  eleven  West  Berks  districts  have  been  divided  and  are  now 
administered  by  three  Committees,  each  with  its  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  it  has  been  decided  to  have  three  separate  reports. 

Firstly  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Committee  for  allowing  me 
four  months’  sick  leave  from  November  1949,  to  March  1950. 
During  my  absence  the  work  was  done  by  Colonel  Peake,  R.A.M.C. 
(retired)  who  attended  the  office  three  days  a  week.  In  December 
my  secretary,  Mrs.  Pratt,  who  had  been  here  since  1943,  left  to  be 
married,  her  place  being  taken  by  Mrs.  Chapman. 

We  were  again  fortunate  this  year  in  having  another  record 
low  level  of  Infectious  Disease.  There  were  only  four  cases  of 
Infantile  Paralysis;  of  these  all  but  one  recovered.  It  was  with 
regret,  that  under  the  new  Act,  I  had  to  abandon  my  visits  to  farms, 
for  the  responsibility  for  the  testing  of  milk  at  the  farm  for  tubercu¬ 
losis,  and  for  its  cleanliness,  now  rests  with  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  the  local  authority  being  responsible  only  for  tests 
done  at  the  retailing  end  of  the  business.  Clean  milk  and  milk  borne 
disease  is  increasingly  regarded  as  a  major  public  health  matter  so 
that  it  is  open  to  question  if  less  control  by  doctors  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction. 

An  unofficial  questionaire  was  made  to  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  in  all  parts  of  the  Country  as  to  what  at  present  constituted 
the  major  difficulty  or  defect  in  their  work.  The  answer  was  almost 
invariably,  “Shortage  of  Houses”,  with  all  its  implications  of 
strain,  frustration,  and  discontent,  which  must  inevitably  affect 
mental,  and  possibly  bodily  health.  This  too  is  my  own  almost 
daily  experience.  The  ten  hutted  Camps  in  our  districts,  housing 
some  300  families,  continue  to  be  a  most  unsatisfactory  palliative 
for  the  trouble.  For  the  most  part,  it  is  true,  they  are  on  dry,  sunny, 
upland  positions;  all  now  have  piped  water,  and  reasonably  healthy 
sewage  and  refuse  disposal;  further,  large  sums  have  been  spent  on 
these  huts,  particularly  in  assuring  that  they  are  at  least  weather 
proof.  Again,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  show  that  the  actual  bodily 
health  of  the  occupants  is  inferior  to  that  found  in  other  houses. 
However,  when  all  this  is  said,  such  accommodation,  aesthetically 
an  eye-sore,  and  usually  dark,  and  damp  with  condensation,  induces 
too  often,  particularly  in  the  respectable,  the  go-ahead,  and  the 
house-proud,  a  feeling  of  hopelessness  and  discouragement.  Great 
efforts  were  indeed  made  during  the  year  by  Bradfield  Council  to 
help  occupants  to  keep  the  camps  reasonably  tidy,  and  something 
has  been  done  to  improve  their  sordid  appearance.  One  is  however, 
obliged  to  own,  after  some  years  of  experience  and  experiment, 
that,  in  spite  of  the  praiseworthy  endeavours  of  some  tenants  where 
their  own  immediate  surroundings  are  concerned,  the  general 
standard  of  education  and  civic  consciousness  of  these  communities 
is  not  yet  high  enough  to  produce  any  individual  or  combined 
effort  to  make  such  camps  less  drab. 


South  Berks  Sanitary  Districts  Joint  Committees 


1950—1951. 


List  of  Members. 


Newbury  Borough  ...  Alderman  H.  R.  Metcalf,  J.P., 

21,  Market  Place,  Newbury. 

Alderman  C.  W.  Burns, 

10,  Buckingham  Road,  Newbury. 

M.  W.  Paine,  Esq., 

44,  Howard  Road,  Newbury. 

Bradfield  Rural  ...  Mrs.  M.  P.  Showers, 

Hatch  Farm,  Padworth. 

H.  L.  Simmons,  Esq., 

Broadfield,  Yattendon. 

E.  Bootle-Wilbraham,  Esq., 

Brackenhurst,  Bucklebury  Common. 

Dr.  H.  S.  Samuel, 

Overdene,  Theale. 

Hungerford  Rural  ...  Mrs.  I.  M.  Morrish, 

Wayside  Cottage,  Kintbury. 

H.  J.  Bushnell,  Esq., 

3,  High  Street,  Hungerford. 


Newbury  Rural  ...  A.  S.  B.  Tull,  Esq.,  J.P.  (Chairman), 

Round  Oak,  Greenham. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Macdonnell, 

Northway  Cottage,  Cold  Ash. 


Clerk:  L.  Southern,  Esq.,  LL.B.,  Municipal  Buildings,  Newbury. 
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SOUTH  BERKS  DISTRICTS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Dr.  L.  P.  de  Costobadie, 

Public  Health  Office,  Greenham  House,  Newbury. 
Telephone:  Newbury  1144. 


Districts: 


Sanitary  Inspector: 


Newbury  Borough 


J.  Hague,  Esq., 

Weighbridge  House,  Newbury. 
(Telephone  446). 


Bradfield  Rural  ...  T.  H.  Windle,  Esq., 

Town  Hall  Chambers,  Blagrave  Street, 
Reading.  (Telephone  2293). 


Hungerford  Rural  ...  F.  H.  Obrey,  Esq., 

128,  High  Street,  Hungerford. 
(Telephone  29). 

Newbury  Rural  ...  E.  G.  Hampshire,  Esq., 

Phoenix  House,  Bartholomew  Street, 
Newbury.  (Telephone  1187). 


AREA  AND  POPULATION. 


The  following  table  shows  the  area  of  each  district,  with 
estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  1949. 


District. 

Area  in  Acres 
(Land  and  Inland 
Water) 

Estimated 

Population 

Persons 

per 

Acre 

Newbury  Borough  ... 

2,612 

17,750 

6-7 

Bradfield  Rural 

53,008 

18,960 

•35 

Hungerford  Rural  ... 

44,817 

9,580 

•2 

Newbury  Rural 

41,660 

14,340 

•34 

Totals  ... 

142,097 

60,630 

4 

4 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 


The  following  table  gives  the  Birth  and  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
population  and  the  Infant  Mortality  and  Illegitimate  births  per 
1,000  live  births. 


District 

Birthrate 
per  1,000 
of  the 
estimated 
population 
at  middle 
of  1949 

Death-rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 
estimated 
population 
at  middle 
of  1949 

Deaths  of 
Infants 
under  1 
year  per 
1,000  live 
births 

Illegitimate 
birth  rate 
per  1,000 
live 
births 

Newbury  Borough 

15-4 

12-7 

36-4 

32-8 

Bradfield  Rural 

15- 

10- 

10-5 

64-9 

Hungerford  Rural 

17-3 

111 

30T 

96-3 

Newbury  Rural 

14-7 

12-4 

18-9 

97-7 

United  Districts 

156 

11  5 

23  9 

721 

England  and  Wales 

167 

11  7 

32- 

— 

In  addition  to  the  births  accounted  for  above  there  were  14 
still  births. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia  or  accidents  of 
childbirth. 


DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 
Whooping  Cough,  1. 

Measles,  2. 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  in  each  district  during  1949. 


Disease  Newbury 

Borough 

Bradfield 

Rural 

Hunger- 

ford 

Rural 

Newbury 

Rural 

Total 
Sth  Berks 
United 
Districts 

Smallpox  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

27 

7 

12 

9 

55 

Erysipelas 

— 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Enteric  Fever  (Includ¬ 
ing  Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

3 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

_ 

— 

- - 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

1 

4 

— 

5 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  1 

60 

— 

2 

63 

Measles 

57 

322 

253 

136 

768 

Whooping  Cough 

48 

71 

28 

41 

188 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

1 

— 

— 

5 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

24 

33 

4 

18 

79 

Other  Forms  of 

Tuberculosis 

— 

3 

3 

1 

7 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Number  of  children  Immunised  against  Diphtheria. 


District 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Under  5 

5  to  15 

Under  5 

5  to  15 

Under  5 

5  to  15 

Newbury  Borough  ... 

301 

67 

203 

18 

131 

2 

Bradfield  Rural 

257 

21 

208 

11 

236 

10 

Hungerford  Rural  ... 

134 

1 

117 

3 

131 

1 

Newbury  Rural 

178 

10 

180 

6 

152 

1 

Percentage  Immun¬ 

ised  at  end  of  year 

— 

— 

— 

68 

98 

*  Percentages  for  previous  years  are  not  given  as  these  applied  to  the 
former  West  Berks  United  districts. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  (New  Cases). 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Totals 

1945 

65 

20 

85 

1946 

61 

15 

76 

1947 

75 

21 

96 

1948 

48 

11 

59 

1949 

79 

7 

86 

SCABIES. 

Only  a  small  number  of  cases  of  Scabies  have  been  brought 
to  official  notice  as  most  are  treated  by  Medical  Practitioners. 

The  arrangements  for  treatment  remain  unchanged. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

The  following  table  gives  time  and  places  of  treatment  of 
Venereal  Disease: 

ROYAL  BERKSHIRE  HOSPITAL,  READING. 

Male:  Wednesday,  2  p.m.;  Saturday,  4  p.m. 

Female:  Wednesday,  4  p.m.;  Thursday,  2  p.m.; 

Saturday,  2  p.m. 

RADCLIFFE  INFIRMARY,  OXFORD. 

Male:  Wednesday,  5.30  p.m.;  Saturday,  2  p.m. 

Female:  Monday,  6  p.m.;  Wednesday,  2.30  p.m. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL,  GORSE  HILL,  SWINDON. 

Male:  Wednesday,  7  to  8.30  p.m.;  Friday,  6  to  7.30  p.m. 

Female:  Monday,  5  to  6.30  p.m.;  Friday,  2  to  3.30  p.m. 
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NEWBURY  BOROUGH  DISTRICT 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


WATER. 

The  water  supply,  which  is  chlorinated,  showed  satisfactory 
samples  from  all  sources.  Samples  are  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  monthly.  Two  new  pumps  were  put  in  at  Speen  to 
augment  supplies  in  peak  periods.  These  work  the  well,  which  was 
sunk  in  1940-41  as  a  standby,  but  has  not  hitherto  been  used.  Iron 
occurred  in  the  water  from  this  well  and,  though  the  concentration 
was  only  01  parts  per  hundred  thousand,  there  were  many  com¬ 
plaints  of  discolouration  and  taste.  Two  bore  holes  at  Speen 
showed  signs  of  failing  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  action  was 
taken  in  1950,  by  the  hydrochloric  acid  method,  to  improve  the 
supply.  The  exceptional  summer  drought  and  the  failure  of  these 
bores  necessitated  restrictions  on  the  use  of  water  for  gardens. 

Properties  connected  to  water  supply  during  the  year: 

In  the  Borough  124,  in  the  District  130. 


SEWERAGE. 

Two  miles  of  18 -inch  rising  main  were  put  in  from  the  sewage 
pumping  station  to  the  outfall  works  at  a  cost  of  £15,500.  The 
works  will  not  however  be  able  to  take  this  additional  sewage  and 
surface  water  until  the  enlargements  in  progress  there  are  finished. 

A  mechanical  road  sweeper  was  bought  which  should  save 
the  employment  of  many  sweepers.  A  gully  and  cesspool  emptier 
was  also  bought.  All  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  in  the  borough 
are  emptied  free  of  charge. 


HOUSING. 

New  houses  erected: — 

Under  licence,  19.  By  Council,  92. 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

The  initial  post-war  inspections  under  the  welfare  provisions 
of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  mentioned  in  the  last  report,  were  main¬ 
tained.  Improvements  to  a  number  of  premises  were  made  during 
the  year  with  benefit  to  the  assistants. 
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SCHOOLS  AND  CANTEENS. 


Improvements  were  noted  at  two  of  the  three  canteens 
mentioned  previously.  Re-decoration  and  structural  alterations  at 
two  of  these  centres  brought  them  more  nearly  into  line  with 
comparable  factory  premises.  At  one  other  school  a  new  pre¬ 
fabricated  canteen  was  in  course  of  erection,  but  was  not  ready 
for  use  during  the  year. 


MILK. 

The  regulations  on  this  subject  issued  by  the  respective 
Ministries  became  operative  on  1st  October  and,  as  a  consequence, 
there  was  a  realignment  of  the  duties  placed  on  the  local  authority. 
As  the  latter  are  not  a  “Food  and  Drugs  Authority”,  the  control  of 
heat  treatment,  e.g.,  pasteurising  plants,  passed  to  the  County 
Council.  The  regulation  of  conditions  under  which  milk  is 
produced  passed  from  the  local  authorities,  including  County 
Councils,  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  who  set  up 
a  new  organisation,  within  the  Ministry,  for  the  purpose.  These 
new  arrangements  are  being  strongly  criticised,  not  only  by  local 
authorities  and  their  representatives,  but  also  by  members  of  the 
organisations  of  traders  who  are  affected  by  the  alterations.  As 
an  instance  of  “divided  loyalty”,  the  control  of  the  pasteurising 
plant  at  a  creamery  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority,  whilst  that  of  the  buildings  and  the  bottling  plant 
remains  with  the  local  authority.  Such  a  state  of  affairs  requires 
no  comment.  In  these  circumstances  the  following  statistics  refer 
to  nine  months  of  the  year,  and  that  should  be  borne  in  mind  when 
comparisons  are  made. 


CowKEEPERS:  At  the  change  over,  the  number  of  cowkeepers 
on  the  register  was,  as  in  the  previous  year,  five,  two  of  whom 
produced  “designated  milk”,  and  were  under  the  control  of  the 
County  Council.  The  other  three  continued  to  produce  only  small 
quantities,  and  to  these  “undesignated  farms”  a  total  of  twenty 
visits  were  paid. 

Retail  Purveyors:  208  visits  were  paid  to  the  premises  of 
retail  purveyors.  A  detailed  survey  of  some  of  their  dairies  was 
undertaken,  and,  as  a  consequence,  plans  were  prepared  for  altera¬ 
tions  to  three;  in  two  cases  work  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


Milk  Sampling:  Early  in  the  year  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  bacteriological  testing  of  milk  samples,  previously  carried 
out  at  the  Shinfield  Institute  of  Dairy  Research,  to  be  done  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Reading. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  grades  of  milk  submitted  to 
examination,  and  the  results  obtained: — 


Test  Test 

for  Test  Methylene 

Type  of  Milk  Tuberculosis  Phosphatase  Blue 

No.  Pos.  Neg.  No.  S.  F.  No.  S.  F. 

T.T.  Milk  .  ___  ___  21  18  3 

Bulk  .  10  —  10  —  ___ 

Pasteurised  .  —  —  —  37  36  1  57  45  12 


MEAT  INSPECTIONS:  Slaughterhouses. 

The  tables  enclosed  separately  show  the  number  of  carcases 
of  animals  inspected  with  the  meat  or  offal  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  The  number  of  animals  inspected  will  be 
found  to  tally  with  the  number  slaughtered,  indicating  that  100% 
of  the  carcases  of  animals  slaughtered  were  in  fact  inspected,  a 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs. 

The  two  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  Borough  are  still  under 
requisition  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  who  continue  to  be  responsible 
for  the  organisation  of  slaughtering  and  disposal  of  carcases. 


OTHER  FOODS. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Food  published  “Model  Bye¬ 
laws,  Series  1”,  relating  to  the  “Handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of 
food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air”.  Application  was  made  by 
the  Local  Authority  for  confirmation,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year 
this  was  still  awaited. 

Special  efforts  were  made  to  obtain  the  installation  of  hot  water 
supplies  for  the  use  of  employees  in  food  premises.  As  a  result 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  these  installations,  generally 
gas  heated,  and  now  approximately  98%  of  these  premises  are  so 
equipped. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

Two  new  bakehouses  are  being  erected  by  the  owners.  In  one 
instance  this  is  the  result  of  years  of  effort  and,  when  completed, 
there  will  be  a  complete  change  of  atmosphere,  from  restricted 
space  to  ample  working  room,  whilst  natural  lighting  will  be 
greatly  improved. 
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CATERING  PREMISES. 


These  were  kept  under  constant  review,  and  as  a  result  there 
was  some  improvement  in  equipment,  methods,  and  buildings.  In 
some  instances  detailed  supervision  is  still  required,  and  education 
to  achieve  the  desired  standard  of  hygiene  often  takes  a  long  time. 
The  new  byelaws  referred  to  are  likely  to  be  of  assistance. 


CONDEMNED  FOOD. 

The  remarks  made  in  the  last  report  regarding  the  improved 
transport  of  fish  can  be  repeated,  the  total  quantity  condemned 
again  shows  a  reduction. 


LICENSED  PREMISES. 

Special  attention  was  paid  this  year  to  the  methods  and  equip¬ 
ment  in  use  for  washing-up  drinking  vessels  in  licensed  premises. 
Some  of  the  methods  were  found  to  be  grossly  out  of  date  and 
generally  an  improvement  was  essential  if  the  standard  required 
in  other  catering  premises  was  to  be  even  approximately  reached. 
The  disappearance  of  the  bucket,  containing  increasingly  con¬ 
taminated  water,  is  not  to  be  regretted,  and  in  many  premises  there 
have  now  been  provided  proper  sinks,  heated  water  supply,  and 
drainage. 

Another  change,  influenced  no  doubt  by  increased  attention  to 
the  premises,  was  the  improvement  in  both  the  material  used  in  pipe 
lines  and  the  attention  paid  to  the  cleaning  of  those  lines.  It  is 
only  fair  to  record  that  owners  were  very  co-operative,  especially 
in  working  out  details  of  requirements. 


ICE-CREAM  MANUFACTURE. 

The  first  premises  in  the  Borough  in  which  ice-cream  is  manu¬ 
factured  were  brought  into  use  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The 
equipment  installed  in  the  factory  is  of  a  high  standard  and  satisfied 
the  conditions  laid  down  in  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment) 
Regulations.  The  only  difficulties  experienced  resulted  from 
restricted  space,  but  ingenuity  has  overcome  what  might  have  been 
serious  drawbacks.  Bacteriological  examinations  have  been  con¬ 
sistently  satisfactory. 
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An  increasing  number  of  premises  were  registered  for  the 
retail  sale,  and  storage,  of  ice-cream  in  accordance  with  Section  14, 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a 
total  of  40  so  registered. 


Provisional  Grading 

according  to  results  of  No.  of  Samples  Per  cent, 

bacteriological  Tests 


72-7 

160 

4-5 

6-8 


32 

7 

2 

3 


1 

2 

3 

4 


The  products  of  10  manufacturers  are  included  in  this  list. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936.  Section  II. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  gave  further  consideration  to  a 
report  put  before  it  in  1948  on  some  500  substandard  old  houses, 
over  400  of  which  were  maintained  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion.  Detailed  attention  was  given  to  a  list  of  41  of  the  worst,  which 
were  reported  as  being  “unfit  for  habitation  and  incapable  of  being 
rendered  so  fit  at  a  reasonable  cost”. 


As  a  result  of  this  consideration  the  Housing  Committee  were 
requested  to  set  aside  20  new  houses  yearly,  over  a  period  of  two 
years,  for  the  occupants  of  these  deplorable  dwellings;  this  was 
promised,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  little  progress  had  been  made 
in  this  direction.  However  by  August,  1950,  nearly  two  years  after 
the  report  had  been  submitted,  progress  in  our  slum  clearance 
can  be  shown  by  the  following  table: — 

Total  Houses  .  41 

Vacant  at  date  of  survey  (October,  1948)  ...  4 

Since  rehoused  by  Council  .  4 

Since  rehoused  Privately  . 1 

Still  occupied  .  32 
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BOROUGH  OF  NEWBURY. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Totals 

Number  Slaughtered 

1227 

775 

1358 

4065 

487 

7912 

Number  Inspected 

1227 

775 

1358 

4065 

487 

7912 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 

4 

12 

34 

24 

18 

92 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

399 

332 

11 

472 

81 

1295 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

32.8 

41.9 

3.3 

12.2 

20.3 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 

5 

31 

8 

— 

6 

50 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

135 

133 

5 

— 

13 

286 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

11.4 

21.1 

0.9 

— 

3.9 

MEAT  CONDEMNED  OTHER  THAN  AT  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


1. — Home  Killed: 

Beef — Overheated  .  473  lbs. 

Beef — Bruising  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  275ilbs. 

Beast  Livers — Decomposed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ISylbs. 

Beasts  Kidney  knob — Abscesses  .  Sylbs. 

Beef — Abscesses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  346  lbs. 

Ox — Sweetbreads  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18  lbs. 

Sheep  Messenteries — Decomposed  ...  ...  ...  ...  40  lbs. 

Pork — Abscesses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48  lbs. 

Pork — Contaminated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43  lbs. 

Veal — Bruising  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13  lbs. 

2.  — Imported: 

Beef — Overheated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105  lbs. 

Beef — Bruising  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70  lbs. 

Pigs’  Feet — Decomposed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  200  lbs. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 


I.— INSPECTIONS. 

Number 

Inspec- 

Number  of 

on 

tions 

written 

Prosecu- 

Premises 

Register 

made 

notices 

tions 

1. 

Factories 

99 

82 

0 

0 

(including  factory  laundries) 

2. 

Workshops 

...  121 

47 

0 

0 

(including  workshop 

laundries) 

3. 

Workplaces 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

...  220 

129 

0 

0 

IT— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


No.  of  Defects 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

22 

16 

0 

5 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  . . . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  ...  ... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient 

0 

0 

0 

1 

(b)  Defective 

20 

14 

0 

8 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  1 

0 

0 

0 

Other  offences 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  ... 

46 

30 

0 

14 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 


DURING  THE  YEAR  1949. 

No.  of  Different  premises  visited  .  1343 

„  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  4134 

„  Complaints  received  .  80 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  ...  533 

„  Notices  served  (Informal)  .  202 

„  Notices  served  (Statutory)  .  6 

„  Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  abated  .  234 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

27 

1 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para- 

— 

— 

— 

typhoid  . 

— 

— 

- — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

3 

3 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  . 

1 

— 

2 

Measles  . 

57 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

48 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

— 

— 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Notified 

Cases 

Treated 
at  in 

Home  Hospital 

Vision 

unim¬ 

paired 

Vision 

im¬ 

paired 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness 

Deaths 

1 

1  .  — 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age 

1 

Periods 

New 

Resp. 

M.  F. 

Cases 

Non-Resp. 

M.  F. 

Deaths 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 

1 

5 

—  1 

—  5 

—  10 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

10 

—  15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 

15 

—  20 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

20 

—  25 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

25 

—  35 

3 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

—  — 

35 

—  45 

6 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— ■ 

—  — 

45 

—  55 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

55 

—  65 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

—  — 

65  &  upwards 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

—  — 

Totals 

14 

10 

0 

0 

7 

3 

0  0 

FOOD  POISONING. 


Total 

Organisms  or  other 

Foods  involved 

number 

Number 

Number 

agents  responsible 

with  number 

of 

of 

of 

with  number 

of  outbreak 

outbreaks 

Cases 

Deaths 

of  outbreaks  of  each 

of  each 

One 

4 

Nil 

Salm.  bovis 

Beef-Brawn 

16 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Expectant  mothers  who  attended  Ante-natal  and  Post¬ 
natal  clinics 


259 


No.  of  Children  first  attending  Child  Welfare  Clinic: 


Under  1  year 
Between  1  and  5  years  ... 

Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors: 
To  expectant  mothers 
To  children  under  1  year 
To  children  between  1  and 


247 

■  •••  •••  •••  # 

103 

«*«  •••  •**  X  \y  w' 

Nil 

•••  «*•  XJL 

...  ...  ...  ...  729 

5  years .  737 


Four  women  were  sent  by  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  to  the  Royal 
Berks  Hospital. 

Births  in  the»Borough  were  279,  of  which  4  were  Stillbirths. 


Particular  care  continued  to  be  taken  of  premature  infants 
(S^lbs.  and  under)  of  which  there  were  16. 


HOME-HELP  SERVICE. 


Nurse  Webber  was  appointed  a  Health  Visitor  on  1st  July, 
1949,  and  took  over  the  administration  of  the  Home-Help  Service 
in  addition  to  her  Health  Visiting. 

No.  of  Part-time  Helps  employed  .  6 


Cases  Helped: — 

Maternity 

Old  People  . 

Sickness 

Total  number  of  hours  worked  by  Home-Helps  ... 


14 

6 

14 

1144 
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BRADFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
WATER. 

All  mains  supplies  are  chlorinated  and  routine  tests  were  all 
satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory  wells  for  9  cottages  at  Tidmarsh  and 
3  at  Beenham  were  replaced  by  main  supply. 

The  following  extentions  were  made  to  94  houses: — 

Mid- Wessex  Water  Company: 

From  Mortimer  West  End  via  Round  Oak 

to  Padworth  Common  .  4,570  yards 

Reading  Water  Company: 

Glebe  Road,  Purley  .  390  yards 

South  Oxfordshire  Water  Company: 

Housing  Site,  Lower  Basildon  .  49  yards 


SEWERAGE. 

Septic  tanks  and  filters  were  installed  for  85  new  houses,  20 
proposed  houses,  a  farm,  and  a  school.  At  Burghfield  a  Pulsometer 
Solid  Diverter  Plant,  connected  to  the  Ministry  of  Works  Sewer 
serving  the  W.R.N.S.  establishment,  was  installed  for  20  Council 
houses. 


CAMPING  SITES. 

Licences  were  issued  for  61  moveable  dwellings. 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

During  the  year  28  shops  were  inspected.  In  no  case  was  it 
found  necessary  to  take  action  in  respect  of  ventilation,  temperature 
or  sanitary  conveniences. 


SCHOOLS. 

At  Ufton  Nervet  Church  of  England  School  water  closets  and 
septic  tank  drainage  were  provided  during  the  year. 
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FLIES. 


Complaints  have  been  made  for  some  time  as  to  the  quite 
abnormal  plague  of  flies  at  many  of  the  bungalows  near  the  Bath 
Road  Refuse  tip,  and  requests  were  made  that  this  tip  should  be 
closed.  The  infestation  was  indeed  exceptionally  severe,  particu¬ 
larly  on  one  bungalow  with  a  south  facing  front.  It  was  however 
much  more  difficult  to  prove  that  the  flies  were  bred  at  the  tip, 
which  was  well  “controlled”.  A  visit  was  made  by  one  of  the  chief 
experts  from  the  British  Museum  who  judged  the  tip  to  be  the 
cause.  It  was  agreed  that  it  should  be  closed,  but  to  date  no 
alternative  site  can  be  found. 


MILK. 

Eleven  routine  samples  of  milk,  retailed  within  the  district, 
were  examined  on  behalf  of  the  local  authority  for  the  presence  or 
absence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  The  results  were  negative  in  9  cases 
but  in  2  cases  the  tests  were  useless  as  the  guinea  pigs  died  after 
innoculation. 

Number  of  cowkeepers  and  dairymen  on  Register  ...  171 

Number  of  wholesale  traders  and  producers .  122 

Number  of  producer  retailers  .  49 

Number  of  retailers  only  ...  . .  9 

Number  of  farms  producing  Tuberculin  tested  milk  84 
Number  of  farms  producing  Accredited  milk  ...  40 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Fifty  Certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  various  tinned  foods 
but  no  fresh  meat  had  to  be  condemned. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  licensed  in  the  district. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938.  Section  13. 

Sixty  inspections  of  catering  establishments  were  made  and  a 
satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  was  found. 


BAKEHOUSES. 


Number  in  district 
Number  ofr  inspections 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 


I.— INSPECTIONS. 

Number 

Inspec- 

Number  of 

on 

tions 

written 

Prosecu- 

Premises 

Register 

made 

notices 

tions 

1.  Factories 

33 

20 

0 

0 

(including  factory 

laundries) 

2.  Workshops 

54 

23 

0 

0 

(including  workshop  laundries) 

3.  Workplaces 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

87 

43 

0 

0 

IT— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars  Found 

Remedied 

No.  of  Defects 
Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient 

3 

3 

0 

0 

(b)  Defective 

1 

1 

0 

0 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  offences 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

7 

7 

0 

0 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 


DURING  THE  YEAR  1949. 

No.  of  Different  premises  visited  1534 

„  Inspections  made  2800 

„  Complaints  received  40 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered  .  86 

„  Notices  served  (Informal)  31 

„  Notices  served  (Statutory)  17 

„  Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  1 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  104 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

7 

6 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para¬ 
typhoid  . 

_ 

I. 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  . 

60 

— 

8 

Measles  . 

322 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

71 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

1 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age 

Periods 

New 

Resp. 

M.  F. 

Cases 

Non-Resp. 

M.  F. 

Deaths 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 

—  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

—  5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

5 

—  10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

10 

—  15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

15 

—  20 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.  - 

20 

—  25 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— .  — 

25 

—  35 

2 

9 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

35 

—  45 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

45 

—  55 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

55 

—  65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

—  — 

65  &  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Totals 

14 

19 

1 

2 

2 

2 

—  — 

FOOD  POISONING. 

Total 

number 

of 

outbreaks 

Number 

of 

Cases 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Organisms  or  other 
agents  responsible 
with  number 
of  outbreaks  of  each 

Foods  involved 
with  number 
of  outbreaks 
of  each 

1 

1 

Nil 

B.  Aertryche 

unknown 
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HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


WATER. 

The  piped  water  supplies  serving  this  District  are  chlorinated 
and  samples  taken  have  proved  satisfactory.  There  were  eight 
samples  taken  from  the  public  and  private  supplies;  of  the  samples 
taken  from  private  supplies  one  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory, 
“follow  up”  action  is  proceeding.  The  number  of  houses  and 
population  still  supplied  by  standpipes  only  remains  much  as  in 
previous  years. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Hungerford  Scheme  was  satisfactorily  maintained,  no 
adverse  effluent  reports  having  been  made  by  the  Thames  Con¬ 
servancy  Board.  However,  during  periods  of  abnormal  rain  storms 
or  continued  rainfall,  certain  sections  of  the  sewers  are  surcharged 
and  the  usual  after  effects  experienced.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
cost  prevents  a  surface  water  scheme  being  put  into  operation. 

The  Kintbury  Scheme  for  Sewage  Disposal  was  commenced 
and  progress  maintained  during  the  year.  No  such  good  fortune 
greeted  the  Lambourn  Valley  Scheme  although  it  must  be  recorded 
that  the  revised  scheme  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  hope  again  rose. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Periodical  inspections  and  treatment  were  carried  out  for  rat 
infestations  at  the  Lambourn  and  Hungerford  refuse  tips.  Although 
some  requests  for  more  frequent  collection  in  parishes  have  been 
received  this  has  not  been  possible  for  the  one  vehicle  in  operation 
is  working  to  capacity.  So  far  it  has  been  able  to  deal  with  the 
collection  from  new  properties.  The  state  of  the  Lambourn  Tip 
is  far  from  satisfactory  owing  to  its  proximity  to  the  public  highway 
and  the  fact  that  it  is  “uncontrolled”.  Some  attempt  was  made  to 
cover  with  earth  spoil  but  it  was  found  unsafe  to  persevere.  It  is 
felt  that  consideration  must  soon  be  given  to  the  closing  down  of 
this  Tip,  and  provision  found  elsewhere  for  disposal  of  refuse. 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

Sanitary  convenience  and  wash  basins  were  installed  in  one 
shop  after  action  by  Local  Authority. 
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BEETLES  AND  COCKROACHES. 


One  infestation  of  cockroaches  was  reported  and  the  necessary 
disinfestation  action  was  carried  out — the  premises  appear  to  have 
been  treated  satisfactorily.  This  was  one  of  the  most  extensive  and 
stubborn  infestations  ever  seen  in  the  district  and  only  after 
thorough  pressure  spraying  with  a  very  effective  new  D.D.T.  cream 
A.F.35  (Insecticide  Activated  Products,  Ltd.)  was  a  complete 
eradication  obtained. 


FLIES. 

Infestation  of  Flies  were  reported  in  the  roof  spaces  of  houses 
at  Inkpen.  These  were  sprayed  and  gassed,  this  action  being  suc¬ 
cessful  for  the  period  in  question. 


SCHOOLS. 

Sanitary  arrangements  remain  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 
These,  in  many  schools,  cannot  be  termed  satisfactory. 


COWSHEDS. 

Regular  inspections  were  carried  out  of  cowsheds  and  dairies 
until  the  new  Regulations  came  into  force  on  October  1st  when  the 
local  authorities  were  left  responsible  only  for  the  sale  and  delivery 
of  milk.  Samples  of  milk  were  taken  when  necessary,  out  of  three 
two  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  appropriate  action  taken. 


MEAT. 

The  following  were  inspected, 


condemned  and  voluntarily 


surrendered  during  the  year: — 

5^  lbs.  Pork. 

36  lbs.  Corned  Beef. 

79  lbs.  Bacon. 

6  lbs.  Corned  Mutton. 

312  lbs.  Hind  Quarter  Beef. 

1  Tin  Beef  Loaf. 

33J  lbs.  Fore  Quater  Beef. 

4  Tins  Ham  Loaf. 

FISH. 

42  lbs.  Herring  Roes. 

2  tins  Salmon. 

MILK. 

48  tins  Milk. 
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OTHER  FOODS 


18  pkts.  Flaked  Oats. 

18  pkts.  Flavoured  Mixture. 
6  tins  Peas  Flour. 

1  tin  Baked  Beans. 


18  pkts.  Barley  Mixture. 
18  pkts.  Oats  Mixture. 

1  tin  Apricots. 

13+  lbs.  Butter. 


Method  of  Disposal. 

The  fresh  meat,  which  has  been  condemned  by  Local 
Authority  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  has  been  returned  to 
the  Area  Allocation  Officer  at  Newbury.  All  tinned  meats  are 
destroyed,  together  with  other  condemned  foods. 


NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Steady,  if  not  speedy,  progress  was  made  during  the  year  so 
that  by  the  end  of  December  this  Council  had  100  houses  completed 
and  occupied,  with  36  under  construction.  The  figures  for  those 
privately  erected  were  26  completed  and  11  under  construction. 


HOUSING  TABLE. 


Number  of  Dwellings  Built: 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  . 

(2)  By  Private  Person  . 

(1)  Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  years: — 

(i)  a.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  . 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
not  found  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  . 

(2)  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  . 

(3)  Overcrowding: — 

(a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 
the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


28 

9 


63 

81 

0 


31 


10 


25 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 


L— INSPECTIONS. 


Number 

on 

Premises  Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

made 

Number  of 
written 
notices 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

1.  Factories  ...  26 

(including  factory  laundries) 

15 

0 

0 

2.  Workshops  ...  32 

(including  workshop  laundries) 

26 

0 

0 

3. 

Workplaces  ...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  ...  58 

41 

0 

0 

II.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Particulars 

Found 

No.  of  Defects 
Referred 
to  H.M. 
Remedied  Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient 

3 

2 

0 

1 

(b)  Defective 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  1 

1 

0 

1 

Other  offences 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

4 

3 

0 

2 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1949. 


No.  of  Different  premises  visited 
„  Inspections  made 
„  Complaints  received 
„  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered 
„  Notices  served  (Informal)  ... 

„  Notices  served  (Statutory)  ... 

„  Prosecutions  . 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  abated 


245 

289 

73 

64 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

97 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

12 

5 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para¬ 
typhoid  . 

— — 

_ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

2 

1 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

1 

1 

— 

Dysentery  . 

4 

1 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  . 

— 

— 

4 

Measles  . 

253 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

28 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

— 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0 

—  1 

1 

—  5 

— 

— 

1 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

5 

—  10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

10 

15 

20 

—  15 

~  20 

—  25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

- 

-  - 

-  - 

25 

—  35 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1  1 

—  — 

35 

—  45 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

45 

—  55 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2  — 

—  • — ■ 

55 

—  65 

— 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

65  & 

upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

Totals 

4 

— 

1 

2 

3  1 

—  1 

26 


NEWBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


WATER. 

General.  No  abnormal  shortages  of  water  occurred  in  the 
District. 

Piped  Supplies. 

There  were  no  major  extentions  of  water  mains  in  the  district 
during  the  year.  The  B oxford  Regional  Water  Scheme  has  now 
been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  it  is  hoped  to  make 
a  start  on  it  during  the  latter  part  of  1950.  When  this  scheme 
comes  into  operation  there  will  be  piped  supplies  to  every  parish 
in  the  district,  though  of  course  not  to  all  houses. 

The  Chieveley  water  supply  came  under  consideration  during 
the  course  of  the  year  and  it  was  decided  to  replace  the  existing 
pumping  plant  by  a  submersible  pump,  with  a  standby  unit  kept  in 
reserve. 


Number  of  Dwellinghouses  supplied  by  main  water: — 


No.  of  houses  supplied 

No.  of  houses  supplied 

Parish.  with  water  direct. 

from  standpipe. 

Boxford 

40 

— 

Brimpton  . 

115 

15 

Chieveley 

300 

20 

Cold  Ash 

380 

— 

Enborne 

100 

— 

Greenham 

150 

— 

Hamstead  Marshall  ... 

70 

20 

Leckhampstead 

95 

4 

Midgham 

40 

— 

Shaw-cum-Donnington 

250 

— 

Speen 

260 

40 

Wasing 

15 

— 

Welford 

100 

— 

Winterbourne 

20 

— 

Woolhampton 

80 

— 

Thatcham 

1090 

10 
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TESTS. 


Fourteen  samples  were  submitted  for  Bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  and  7  samples  for  chemical  analysis,  appropriate  action  was 
taken  on  receipt  of  results  of  examination. 

A  hitherto  unprecedented  type  of  water  polution  occurred  at 
a  well  supplying  farm  cottages  near  the  Race  Course.  This  was 
due  to  commercial  chloroform  used  for  cleaning  clothes.  An 
extensive  dump  of  sludge,  from  a  military  laundry  cleaning  plant, 
had  been  made  during  the  war  half  a  mile  from  the  well,  the 
chloroform  in  this  sludge  eventually  draining  into  it.  The  Ministry 
of  Works  undertook  to  carry  water  to  the  Cottages  until  the 
polluting  source  could  be  removed. 

SEWERAGE. 

Work  on  the  scheme  for  the  sewering  of  Eastern  Thatcham 
continued  during  the  year  and  by  December  the  scheme  was  near¬ 
ing  completion.  Work  on  the  preliminary  survey  of  Cold  Ash  and 
Woolhampton  was  carried  out  by  the  Consultant  Engineers  for  the 
Council,  and  it  is  hoped  proposals  will  be  before  the  Council  early 
in  1950. 

SCAVENGING. 

A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  throughout  the  District  operated 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  Refuse  disposal  is  carried  out  by 
“controlled”  tipping  at  two  sites  (a)  Crookham  Common,  and  (b) 
Easton  in  Welford  Parish.  The  refuse  tips  are  kept  at  all  times  in 
a  tidy  condition,  the  refuse  being  covered  with  soil  weekly. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  18  schools  in  the  District  were  visited  early  in  the  year. 
MILK. 

A  good  standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained  in  dairies  and 
cowsheds.  Samples  of  milk  taken  from  Retailers  and  Schools  were 
submitted  for  laboratory  examination  during  the  year,  and  were 
very  satisfactory.  No  Tuberculosis  was  found. 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

There  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  the  Newbury  Rural  District.  A 
schedule  of  food  inspected  and  condemned  has  been  submitted,  but 
is  not  included  here.  This  by  no  means  represents  the  total  of  unfit 
food  for  the  Rural  District  since  it  is  the  practice  of  certain  Whole¬ 
salers  to  collect  bad  food  from  Retailers,  and  bring  it  back  to  their 
premises  in  the  Borough  where  it  is  condemned  in  bulk  by  the 
Borough  Inspector. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 


L— INSPECTIONS. 

Number 

on 

Premises  Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

made 

Number  of 
written 
notices 

Prosecu 

tions 

1.  Factories  ...  35 

(including  workshop  laundries) 

12 

2 

0 

2.  Workshops  ...  33 

(including  factory  laundries) 

14 

1 

0 

3.  Workplaces  ...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  68 

26 

3 

0 

II.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 

No.  of  Defects 

Referred 

Referred 

to  H.M. 

by  H.M. 

Particulars  Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

0 

2 

(b)  Defective 

1 

1 

0 

I 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Offences  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  ... 

3 

3 

0 

3 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1949. 

No.  of  Different  premises  visited 
„  Inspections  made 
„  Complaints  received 
„  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered 
„  Notices  served  (Informal)  ... 

„  Notices  served  (Statutory)  ... 

„  Prosecutions 
„  Defects  or  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  30 


1297 

29 

27 

25 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

9 

1 

Erysipelas  . 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para- 

1 

1 

— 

typhoid)  . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

1 

1 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  . 

2 

— 

1 

Measles  . 

136 

— 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . 

41 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

— 

— - 

— 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Notified 

Cases 

Treated 
at  in 

Home  Hospital 

Vision 

unim¬ 

paired 

Vision 

im¬ 

paired 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness 

Deaths 

1 

1  — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Deaths 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0  —  1 

1  —  5 

5  —  10 

10  —  15 

15  —  20 

20  —  25 

25  —  35 

35  —  45 

45  —  55 

55  —  65 

65  &  upwards 

3  1  —  — 

11—1 

2  2  —  — 

4  —  —  — 

3  —  —  — 

11  —  — 

Totals 

14  4  —  1 

3  2  —  — 

30 
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